2 of 18 in the fluorescent antibody test, a specificity of 88 %). None of 14 other contaminant organisms seen frequently on primary isolation media gave positive reactions. Interpretation of the coagglutination test proved to be difficult initially. Thirty-two (10%) coagglutination tests had to be repeated; 3 of the 32 (1 % of the total isolates tested) remained uninterpretable.
The use of staphylococcal protein A coagglutination tests for the serological identification of various bacteria is well documented.'-'0 A commercial kit based on the principle of coagglutination has been produced by Pharmacia Diagnostics AB, Uppsala, Sweden, for the identification of Neisseria gonorrhoeae. This kit was recently introduced to the Australian market.
At the beginning of our study there had been only two evaluations of this kit, one in Sweden9 and the other on a prototype of the kit in the United Kingdom. 10 Both studies utilised pure subcultures of confirmed N. gonorrhoeae but the results of the two evaluations were not in agreement. We undertook to assess the sensitivity and specificity of the kit available in Australia and to determine if the test could be carried out on primary isolates. This would allow a rapid identification of N. gonorrhoeae within 18 to 24 hours of the specimen being taken.
The coagglutination test was compared with a fluorescent antibody test currently used in our laboratory for the routine screening of gonococcalAccepted for publication 3 July 1980 like organisms isolated from primary plates.
Material and methods
Specimens were obtained from patients attending the Veneral Diseases Clinic in Sydney. Over a sixmonth period 1000 specimens were obtained. These included throat, urethral, and cervical swabs from females, and throat, urethral, and rectal swabs from males.
Swabs were plated directly on to Modified New York City (MNYC) medium" at the clinic and incubated overnight at 36°C in BBL jars with CO2 Gaspaks(R). The jars were then transported to the laboratory 18 Of the carbohydrate solutions 20-,ul aliquots were dispensed into the wells of BBL Minitek(R) trays; 100 ,ul of the phosphate buffered salt solution were then added to each of the wells. The wells were labelled and sealed, and the trays were stored at -200C.
Procedure
The respective solutions were thawed immediately before use, and a heavy emulsion of the inoculum was prepared using the 300 ,ul buffer solution; 20 ,l of this emulsion were then inoculated into each carbohydrate-containing well in the Minitek(R) tray. The trays were incubated in a 370C water bath for 3 hours. A pH change, indicated by a colour change from red to yellow in the wells, showed the presence of preformed enzyme for the specific substrate.
Results
Of the 1000 plates screened, 316 
